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[0020] When the power supply is turned ON, at step ST401, the preferred program 

storing means 7 obtains the currently displayed channel number from the program switching 
monitoring means 6, and retains the channel number, and at step ST402, obtains and retains the 
current time. Next, at step ST403, whether or not a power supply OFF signal is transmitted 
from the remote controlling means 3 is acquired. If a power supply OFF signal is transmitted, a 
power supply OFF flag is configured to be Yes at step ST404, and proceeds to step ST406. If 
the power supply OFF signal turned out not to be transmitted at step ST403, whether or not a 
channel switching instruction is given by the user is confirmed at step ST405. If the channel 
switching instruction is not given, it returns to step ST403 again, and enters a loop for obtaining 
a signal from the program switching monitoring means 6. If the channel switching instruction 
turned out not to be given at step ST405, it proceed to step ST406, and a difference between the 
current time and the time retained at step ST402 is obtained. Next, at step ST407, the program 
information 1 of those broadcasted during the viewing is acquired from the program information 
accumulating means 2, the preferred program data 301 included in the preferred program storing 
means 7 is searched by using the program name 205 included in the program information 1 as a 
key, and the broadcasting hours of those are added to the total broadcasting hours 303. Next, at 
step ST408, viewing hours for the programs broadcasted on the channel which has been viewed 
up to the point are calculated and added to the total viewing hours 302 of the preferred program 
data 301. Next, at step ST409, if the power supply OFF flag is Yes, it ends. At step ST409, if 
the power supply OFF flag is not Yes, it returns to step ST401 and a displayed channel number is 
stored. 

[0021] In the present embodiment 1, the preferred program storing means 7 is configured 

so as to record only the total broadcasting hours and the viewing hours as the preferred program 
data 301; however, in order to save memory, the configuration may be such that, at step ST407, a 
date at which the total broadcasting hours 303 is updated may be recorded for each program, and, 
for example, a period of one month or the like can be set and data of programs that have not been 
updated at all during the period may be deleted. 
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